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The sinfulness of Children. 
The question which I propose to discuss is 
this—Whether a child at birth, before the ex- 
ercise of reason or conscience, is criminal, or 
guilty, or sinful, or deserves biaine and punish- 
ment, +d 

Some of my readers, unacquainted with sys- 
tems of theology, will ask, whether it is possi- 
ple that the affirmation of this question was ev- 
er seriously and deliberately embraced. Yes, 
reader, the opinion which astonishes you is not 
unknown, is not uncommon, There are those 
whose language respecting children, if it have 
any meaning, directly affirms their guilt and 
their desert of ruin. According to some, hu- 
man nature is sinful, corrupt, depraved at birth. 
Infants are demons in human shape, objects 
of God’s abhorrence, and if treated according 
totheir deserts they would be plunged into 
hell. Some have even spoken of them as con- 
signed to this abode of woe, as rolling in this 
ocean of endless flames ; and many more, who 
recoil from this dreadful doctrine, still say that 
they merit this doom, and that they are only 
preserved from it by God’s free and sovereign 
mercy. 

Were this opinion embraced but by a few, it 
would deserve no notice ; but when we consid- 
er that it lies at the foundation of many reli- 
gious systems, and gives a character to the 
sentiments of a large part of christendom, it 
deserves most serious attention, — 

1. To refute this. opinion nothing more 
seems necessary than to appeal to the princi- 
ples ofeommon sense and to the obvious dic- 
tates of reason and conscience, There are 
some great leading sentiments engravew on our 
hearts by God, which are worth more than a 
thousand arguments in settling a question like 
the present. Consult these, and how soon will 
the point be decided. Carry a plain man, 
whose mind is unperverted by system, to the 
cradle of anew-born infant, and ask him wheth- 
er this child is sinful or deserves to suffer on ac- 
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count of any thing which it has brought with it 
in the world. ill he not instantaneously and 
instinctively answer, no ; and ifhe bea man 
of quick sensibility, will he not answer with e- 
motion ? A new born infant sinful ! Common 
sense asks, why, what has he dune? He has 
only drawn a few breaths, and uttered a few 
unmeaning cries. He is an entire stranger to 
his nature and state, has not one idea of duty, 
and has not enjoyed a single means of improve- 
ment. Right and wrong, heaven and hell, all 
the truths and motives of religion are as un- 
known to himas to the cradle in which he 
sleeps. Can sin, guilt, and ill desert be as- 
cribed to such abeing? Can he be a sinner, 
who has never acted, never judged, and never 
felt any thing except a few pains and pleasures 
of the body ? 

A sinful character is that which deserves 
blame and punishment. But do those qualities, 
which children have received from their Crea- 
ator aud brought with them into the world ; to 
which they have added no strength, by vol- 
untary indulgence ia opposition to their sense 
of duty ; and which they are as unable to pre- 
vent as they are to stop the course of the sun 
in the heavens ; do these deserve blame and 
punishment ? It seems one of the clearest 
truths, that we are responsible only as we 
have power to know and do our duty ; that 
we are depraved and guilty only as far as we 
indulge passions or perform actions, which we 
have the means of resisting or avoiding. Man 
is accountable only, because he POssesses rea- 
son and conscience. Take away these, and ~ 
he is no more a subjéct of praise and blame 
than a brute. It is the neglect and disobedi. 
ence of these higher principles of his nature 
which constitutes his guilt. What blame then 
can be attached to those qualities, which are 
implanted in the child by the Author of his be- 
ing, and which he possesses before the exer- 
cise ofreason and conscience? To blame and 
punish him for these, would be as repugnant to 
our natural senses of justice, as to punish him 
for his features and the form of his limbs, for 
he has just as much conirol over the: one as 
the other, and had no more agency in acquiring 
the former than the latter, Is God less just 


than man?. 

2. Another argument against the-doetrine | 
sinfulness at birth is, that those who amen i ie 
words continually contradict it in actions. Na- 
ture revolts atthe sentiment which they labor 
to believe. You would expeet to see the pro- 
fessor of this doctrine looking on chidren with 
mingled sorrow and aversion Instead of this, 
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they take them into their arms with all the ea- 


gerness of affection, smile over them, sport 
with them, and follow their sprightly motions 
with delight. Now is it possible that 
these persons really view these children as 
wholly polluted, a generation of vipers, fit on- 
ly for the society of satan? I have often been 
struck and amused at hearing affectionate 
christians speak of little children as interesting 
and delightful little beings, when according to 
their religious system they were bound to re- 
gard them as full of enmity to God, and the ob- 
jects of hisabhorrence. I have thought, what 
a triumph of nature over system is here ! 

3. Another argument against the theory of 
the sinfulness of children is, that very few who 
hold it are willing to follow it into its fair con- 
sequences, I have met with very few, if any, 
who believe that children who die in infancy 
are cast into hell. Some indeed have express- 
ed this sentiment in language at which the flesh 
may‘tremble. But most, who believe the sin- 
fulness of human nature at’ birth, still -shrink 
from this consequence, and think themselves 
libelled-and traduced, if charged with believing 
the damnation of infants, But why this scru- 
pulous delicacy ? Is not sin the proper object 
of punishment? Is not a being, who is wholly 
sinful, deserving of unmingled evil ? Is it not 
right, that beings of every age should be treat- 
ed according to their character? If children 
then have sinful characters, why do you revolt 
and shudder at their condemnation ? You must 


acknowledge their damnation to be perfectly 
consistent with rectitude and the moral attri- 
butes of God. Why then are you so offended, 
when you are charged with believing that the 


just punishment will be inflicted? There is 
something very suspicious in this anxiety to a- 
void the tair consequences of your doctrine.— 
Your belief of it, however loudly expressed, is 
not genuine, thorough, and sincere. You shrink 
from it the moment it is to be reduced to prac- 
tice. There is somethiyg in the heart which 
disclaims it, and which teaches you in language 
stronger than your theory, that God would be 
dishonored, should he make this doctrine the 
rule of his treatment of children. 

4. I proceed to an argument, which is in- 
deed founded on our feelings, but is yet not 
without its force, because these feelings are a- 
miable and implanted by our Creator. I ask 
then, if ebildren were demons, fit for hell, 
would God have given them that attractive 
sweetness, that mild beauty which renders them 
the most*interésting objects on earth, and 
which compels us*to shrink with horfor from 
the thought of their ‘everlasting ruin? Let 
those who support this sad doctrine contem- 
plate the countenance of infancy, its uifurrow- 
ed brow;'the smile ‘with which it rewards the 
caregses‘of ‘parental affection, and the tran- 

ility which‘sleép diffuses over its features. — 
: Who haa’ roe felt the turbulent passions of his 
-Nature calmed by thé sight of* childhood ; ‘and 

is this winning child; whom God" has adorned 
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with charms the most suited to engage heart, 
abhorred by God, and fit only for the flames 
of hell ? 

5. Another argument against this doctrine 
may be drawn from the general tenor of scrip. 
ture. . I know that a few detached passages 
are adduced for its support. But let a man of 
an honest mind read the Bible in connexion, 
and then ask himself, what are the sins which 
are there condemned, and which God is there 
represented as punishing. Are they not the 
sins of life, committed against light, and con- 
science, and means of improvement? Where 
are we called to repent of the nature which we 
brought into the world with us? Is not this 
God’s ground of complaint against his vine- 
yard, the people of Israel, that he had cypiva- 
ted it with care, and when he looked that it 
should bring forth grapes, that it brought forth 
wild grapes? Do not the whole scriptures 
give us similar ideas of a sinful character, as 
that which is formed by intelligent beinzs 
in opposition to knowledge and means of 
virtue. 
| 6. The conduct of Jesus Christ towards 
| children is another argument against that doc- 
| trine which represents them as born heirs of 
i hell. When his disciples repelled those who 

were bringing children to him, he was much 
displeased, and said, “let little children come 
|unto me and forbid them not, for of such is 
| the kingdom of heaven: and he took them in- 
| to his arms and blessed them.” Who can con- 
| template this delightful scene, can behold these 
‘little ones folded in the arms of Jesus, and 
hear him proposing them as patterns to his fol- 
lowers, and yet conceive that he viewed them 
as wholly polluted, objects of God’s wrath, and 
worthy of his everlasting curse? 
| 7 Once more—Does not this doctrine 
| tend to dishonor God, and to alienate from him 
| the hearts of his creatures? .We must always 
/remember that the moral perfections of God, 
| his equity and justice, his benevolence and 
|mercy, are the great and only grouds, on 
which he claims, or may or can claim our ven- 
| eration and love. Thes: perfections lie at 
the very foundation of piety. Let these be 
shaken, and the whole fabric of religion tot- 
ters. God is the proper object of our love 
and worship, not because he is a powerful 
Creator, but a righteous, equitable, and benev- 
olent Creator. 

We learn from these obvious remarks, that 
we cannot suspect too strongly a doctrine, which 
after serious and impartial attention, appears 
to us to clash with God’s moral perfections.— 
Now let meask, can we conceive any thing more 
repugnant to justice and benevolence, than the 
doctrine, that God brings children into exis- 
tence with a nature deserving his abhorrence, 
and that he abhors them on aceount of the very 
nature which he has given them ?. How can we 
ascribe to God a more..repulsive and unamiable 








character 2 How calamitous would it be to re- 
ceive existence from such a Creator! We are 
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taught to regard God as infinitely kinder. than 
earthly parents, But with what severity of 
language should we speak of an earthly parent 
who should stamp a character of sin on his 
child, and then regard it with aversion? Is it 
possible, that creatures fresh from the handsof 
God, are at their first breath utterly vile, and 
heirs of his wrath ? 

I am aware, that many wish to evade this ob- 
jection, by going back to Adam, and saying 
that we receive from him, and not from God, 
our original depravity, and therefore God may 
justly abhor and punish it. Butam I not God’s 
creature ? Do I not owe my body to his skill, 
and my mind to his inspiration? When my soul 
began to exist, was it not precisely what God 
caused it to be ? Did it possess at that moment 
a single quality or propensity, which he did not 
by his own immediate agency produce ? If he 
then abhor the child on accouitt of any thing 
which it brings into the world, does he not ab- 
hor the work of his own hands ? 

But granting that Adam, and not God, gave 
me the nature with which I. was born, I still 
insist, that it would be unjust and cruel, to ab- 
hor and punish me as acriminalon account of 
qualities, which I involuntarily derived from 
another, be he who he may. Iam only to be 
hated for what I myself do, and for what I be- 
come by my own agency: This is one of the 
plain, indelible principles of the human heart, 
which no sophistry can entirely efface. Like 
the sun, it shines by its own light, and the mists 


of metaphysical ingenuity, which are designed 
to obscure it, melt away before its brightness. 

These remarks are far from exhausting the 
subject—but if they awaken attention to it, and 
lead to a more extended discussion, their end 
will be answered,— Christian Disciple. 


ELIAS SMITH. 

It will be perceived by the following Extract 
irom the Boston Galaxy, that Mr. Elias Smith 
has turned again to his old rope-walk doctrine. 
‘This is the third time, he has formally re- 
nounced the doctrine of impartial grace. It is 
really humiliating, both to those whom he 
unites, that a man of his reputed information, 
should be so childish and versatile in his con- 
dpct and sentiments. His want of stability has 
been the occasion of that coldness and neg- 
lect, which he has witnessed in his brethren. 

Writing ‘to his friend, Elder H. Mr. Smith 
says— 

“ As to the final salvation of all men: af- 
ter great study and prayerful search of the 
Scriptures, particularly the New Testament, I 
am satisfied the N. T. does not teach that doc- 
trine. It is not true, as it doesnot produce 
that effect on those who receive it, which the 
Apostles’ doctrine produced. Their doctrine; 
(when received) produced a:change on all who 
loved it. Universalism produces: no. change 
for the better in such as. receive and love it. 
Experience of the Apostles’. doctrine. will do 
without any thing elso—®nicersalism will not 





do without something else—Christ in you the 
hope of glory. Ido not know there is any 
Universalism in me ; I believe the old lcaven 
is all purged out by the new. I believe if you 
were to see and hear me, you would find me 
in the same doctrine and spirit, as when J first 
preached in the Rope-Walk, &c. 

Almost three years ago, I renounced Univer- 
salism in your hearing ; and had all the minis- 
ters and others, stood in the same spirit you and 
some others stood in, without doubt my mind 
would, before now, progressed to where it now 
is. But the opposition discouraged me, and I 
partially receded, but have never been satisfied 
as before.” 

It is evident from the above, either that Mr. 
Smith was vastly over-rated, formerly, in point 
of talents, or that his mind is strangely enerva- 
ted. There is neither strength, connexion nor 
consistency in what he writes. It would bea 
waste of time, to take much pains in exposing 
those fallacies which must be instantly detect- 
ed by every careful reader, 

What weight does our unfortunate and fick- 
le-minded brother suppose his assertions will 
have in the judgment of candid men ; especial- 
ly, when it is considered, that he is only re- 
peating what he has before stated, and as fre- 
quently denied and refuted. His mere asser- 
tions against our doctrine, are of no more con- 
sequence now, than his famous arguments, in 
what be called his Grand Conclusion, were, in 
favor of it, two years ago. All the feelings we 
have upon the subject are, that we pity, sin- 
cerely pity the man, who by such instability 
and inconstancy, exposes himself to the distrust 
and suspicion of every body, Wethink he ex- 
hibits more weakness than wickedness, and is 
entitled to the compassion of every Christian. 

What shall we suppose Mr, Smith means by 
saying, that ‘experience of the apostles” doc- 
trine will do without any thing else; but U- 
niversalism will not do without something 
else :” (i. e.) without “ Christ in you the hope 
of glory ?” Does he mean what his words im- 
port, that ezperience will do, without Christ? 
We suspect that the reason for his renouncing 
Universalism as well as his old new-light doc- 
trine, was, that he undertook to make the pro- 


fession of it do, without any thing else !. 


But the. whole mystery of this affair is re- 
vealed, when Mr. Smith informs his brother 
H , that he should not have embraced Uni- 
versalism again, after renouncing it about three 
years ago, had it not been for the opposition 
with which he met, among the ministers: and 
others! Ah there’s the rub.” And why does 
he not candidly tell his friend, that he has 
again left the Universalists, because they cap 
place:no confidence in such a fluctuating, un- 
stable preacher? We really hope'Mr. Smith. 
will be hailed with feelings ' congenial with his 
own, by his Baptist. brethren ;. :for;-unless that 
is the case, we fear:he will: profess a doctrine, : 
which to stand without his aidy! or be a-. 
bandoned by able, firm and enlightened minds. 
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As wehave ever manifested sentiments of un- 
mingled friendship towards our ex-brother and 
his family, we desire to say nothing in these 
remarks, which shall even wear the appear- 
ance of unkindness. May he enjoy peace and 
comfort ina sincere profession of what he be- 
lieves, if indeed, he is not bewildered in skep- 
ticism.— Christian Intelligencer. 


UTICA CONVOCATION. 

After much deliberation relative to the af- 
fairs of those Societies in this Section of the 
country which profess faith inthe ** Common 
Salvation,” on the 17th of April ult. a circular 
letter signed by Messrs Thompson, Lisher and 
Jones, was addressed to a number of brethren 
in the Ministry of Reconciliation, the purport 
ef which was as follows: 

Dear brother, your attendance is most re- 
spectfully requested at a Convocation of Min- 
isters,to be held at Utica on Saturday the 
sixth, Sabbath the seventh, and Mond+y the 
eighth of May next, to consult the most effectu- 
al means of attaining uniformity of Discipline 
and Co-operation among our Societies ; and of 
obviating objections to the Plan of the “ Uni- 
versalist Convention.” 

Pursuant to the request and appointment of 
the above Circular, a respectable number of 
Universalist Ministers assembled in Utica, on 
May 6th, 1826, at the House of Br. John S. 
Thompson, and organized a council by choos- 
ing Br. A Kneeland, Chairman and G. B. Lish- 
er, Clerk. 

During the Session of the Convocation, six 
discourses were delivered to a numerous and 
very respectable congregation, in the follow- 
ing order ; 1. Br. Messenger, from Ps. xix. 7 ; 
2. Br. Lisher, from, Matt. xiv. 16; 3 Br. 
Kneeland, from Is. iii. 10,11; 4. Br. King, 
from Ps, cxxxiii. 1 ; 5. Br. Todd, from Gen. 
ii. 17, and iii. 4 ; 6, Br. Kneeland, from 1 Pet. 
iii. 15, 

At the close of the sermon on the Lord’s 
day morning, after an appropriate and solemn 
address, on the nature and design of the Lord’s 
supper, during the singing of a hymn, adapted 
to the occasion, the Ministering brethren ap- 
proached the table of the Lord, on the one side 
and the Members of the ps Universalist 
Churches of Utica and New-Hartford, sat down 
on the other; and the memorials of our Bles- 
sed Master’s Mission and death were then ad- 
ministered, first to the Brethren in the Minis- 
try, by Br. Kneeland, and afterwards, to the 
members of our societies, through the medium 
of the Deacons. 

The Convocation sat in Council during three 
days, and after considerable consultation and 
deliberation, several resolutions were passed, 
one of which recommended to the Universal- 
ist Convention, to be holden at Madison, to 
alter the first article of their Constitution so as 
to embrace “all regular ordained ministers, 
pursuing their official duties, and holding the 
fellowship of any Association: uniting in said 





Convention ;” two others relative to the or. 
ganization of Societies the qualification of can- 
didates for the ministry, to entitle them to re. 
ceive the fellowship of the Associations ; and 
a fourth recommended the appointment of a 
Committee to visit the churches and Societies 
within the limits of their connexion. 

5. Resolved to recommend the printing and 


,| general distribution of a sermon, delivered by 


Br. Lewis C. Todd, in the Court House, Utica, 
on the evening of the 7th of May, inst. before 
said convocation, from Gen. ii. 17, and iii. 4, 
“In the day thou eatest thereof, thou shalt 
surely die.——And the serpent said unto the 
womaa, ye shall not surely die ” 

6. Appointed Brs. Lisher, Miles and Thomp- 
son a Committee to present the proceedings of 
this meeting to the Convention, and to use all 
laudable exertions to procure their adoption. 

7. Resolved that these proceedings be sign- 
ed by the Chairman and Clerk. 

A. KNEELAND, Chairman. 
G. B. LISHER, Clerk. 


MINUTES 
Of the Universalist Convention. 

The Delegates from the Several Associations 
composing the Universalist Convention of the 
State of New-York, assembled agreeably to 
appointment at Madison in the county of Mad- 
ison, in said State, on the second Wednesday 
of May, 1826; and after addressing the throne 
of grace, by Br. A Kneeland, proceeded to 
organize the council by appointing 

1. Br. A. KNEELAND, President. 
2. Br. N. STACY, Secretary. 

3. Received a communicstion froma Con- 
vocation of Ministers holden at Utica, the 6th 
inst. through the medium of their committee, 
recommending an alteration of the first article 
of the Constitution ofthis body, together with 
other things: whereupon, 

4. Voted to take the recommendation pre- 
sented by the aforesaid Convocation into seri- 
ous consideration. 

5. The first resolution recommended as 1- 
bove, having undergone several amendments, 
was finally adopted as follows: 

Resolved, That the following be, and here- 
by is substituted and adopted as the first article 
of the Constitution of this convention. 

Article 1st. ‘This Convention shall be com- 
posed exclusively of delegates, consisting of 
ordained ministers in good standing, to be 
chosen annually from each Association, now 
existing, or which may hereafter be formed, 
within the state of New-York, or such other 
Associations as may wish to come under its 
jurisdiction, provided each Association have 
the privilege of sending five delegates, and five 
of said delegates, whensduly assembled, shal! 
form a quorum-to transact business. 

6. Voted that the further consideration of 
the above recommendations irom the Convo- 
cation, &c., be referred to a committee of three, 
to report thereon : and, appointed Brs. Kneo 
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‘land, Underwood and Jones, the above com- 
mittee. “ 

8. Voted to appoint a standing Clerk and 
Preasurer for this Convention; and appointed 
Br. N. Stacy, to those offices, 

9. Adjourned till after the public service, 
then to meet at the house of Br. Coe. 

Order of the Public Services, 

A.M. Br. Stacy introductory Prayer. 

Br. King, the sermon, from John i. 17 ; 
“The law was given by Moses, but grace and 
truth came by Jesus Christ.” Br. Willis, con- 
cluding Prayer. 

P.M. Br. King, introductory Prayer. 

Br. Kneeland, the sermon, from Isa. viii. 
20. “To the law and to the testimony: if 
they speak not according to this word it is be- 
cause there is no light in them.” 

Br. Underwood, Concluding Prayer. 

10. After the public services the council 
having convened at Br. Coe’s and proceeded 
to business, 

11. The Committee to whom was referred 
the communication from the Convocation, &c, 
reported several resolutions, which, after un- 
dergoing some amendments, were adopted as 
follow : 

12. Resolved, That this Convention hereby 
recommend to all the Associations in con- 
nexion herewith, that all Societies received, or 
to be received into the fellowship of any As- 
sociation belonging to this Convention be duly 
organized agreeably to the statutes of the re- 
spective states in which said societies may be 
located, as is therein provided ; and that they 
also make all due and reasonable exertions to 
support the ministry of the gospel according 
to their respective abilities; and torecommend 
to all churches, now in fellowship or which may 


minute report of such visit, at the next regular 
or annual meeting of the said Association. 

15. Voted to add the following article tothe 
Constitution ; viz. 

Afiticle 8th, All propositions to alter or 
amend this Constitution in future shall be sub- 
mitted in writing at one annual meeting of the 
Convention, and voted upon at the next suc- 
ceeding meeting ; and the votes of two thirds 
of the members present shall be necessary to 
adopt the same. 

16. Voted to appoint a committee of disci- 
pline, consisting of three members. Brs. Knee- 
land, Underwood and Stacy were appointed 
the above Committee. 

17. Appointed Br. A. Kneeland to prepare 
for the press the minutes of this Convention 
together with the proceedings of the Convoca- 
tion at Utica, and to accompany the same with 
a circular letter. 

18. Adjourned the Convention, to meet at 
Utica, in the state of New-York, on the second 
Wednesday of May, 1827. Prayer by Br. J. 
S. Thompson. 

A. KNEELAND, President. 
N. STACY, Secretary. 
CIRCULAR LE 

The Ministers composing the “ Universalis: 
Convention of the state of New-York,” to the 
several Associations belonging to the same ; to 
similar Associations wherever located ; to the 
different churches and societies holding fellow- 
ship ; to the believers in that gospel which is 
good tidings of great joy to all people ; to all 
the professed followers of the dear Redeemer 
of every name ; and to every sonand daughter 
of a send salutations of peace and good 
will. 

Dear Beloved Brethren, Through the bles- 





hereafter be received into fellowship, to at- 


tend to the ordinance of baptism, or dedication | 


and the Lord’s supper, as tending to promote 
the good order of our respective churches. 

13. That no candidate for the ministry shall. 
be entitled to a letter of fellowship, from any 
association in this connexion, until he shall 
have obtained a competent knowledge of the 
common branches of English Literature, and 
devoted, at least one year, exclusively, to the 
study of Theology: unless it shall appear to 
the committee, whose duty it shall be to exam- 
ine such candidate, that he have already ob- 
tained a competent knowledge of the above 
sciences; and also such other qualification as 
the gospel requires. 

14. That the several Associations appoint 
a visiting Committee, to visit the several 
churches and Societies within the limits of their 
respective jurisdiction, previous to the next 
annual meeting of their respective bodies, with 
suitable instructions to inquire into the state of | 
said churches and societies, ascertain their 
numbers, ability and disposition to support the 
cause of truth, recommend such things as in 
their opinion will tend to promote the interest 


sing of an infinitely wise and beneficent God, 
we have been permitted to meet in Convoca- 


| tion and Convention, to mingle in the sincerest 


| affection and interchange assurances of frater- 
| nal esteem, consult on those means best calcu- 
|lated to promote the glory of our heavenly - 
Father, and the happiness of man, and to adopt 
those measures necessary to accomplish the 
purposes of benevolence. 

To the above end, a respectable number of 
preachers convened in Utica, on the 6th inst. 
and held sweet council together. The public 
services were conducted in such a manner, we 
believe, as to make a lasting impression on the 
minds of many of the children of our common 
Parent. The Lord’s supper was celebrated 
for the first time, by our order in that place, 
and while many partook of the symbols, a large 
congregation sat round the table of the Lord 
and seemed satisfied with those spiritual pro- 
— with which his house is so abundantly 

ed. The doctrine of God our Saviour, dis- 


| tilled in the kearts of all like the due upon the 


tender herbs, which strengthened and com- 
forted the drooping spirits of the aged, rejoiced 
the souls’ of the middle aged, and glagdened the 





of said churches and societies ; and render a 


hearts of the youth. 
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The measures recommended to the consid- 
eration of the Convention, were carefully 
weighed, and deliberately adopted. 
unanimous expression as to their expediency 
and general utility was given. The only ques- 
tion on which there was any diversity of opin- 
on, was not in regard to the expediency of 
some reform in our churches, societies, and 
ministering brethren; but only in regard to 
how much shall we attempt to effect at the 
present time. The majority however, were 
fully impressed with the important truth, that 
the multiplication of Associations, increase of 
Churches and Societies, augmentation of be- 
lievers, additions which are constantly making 
io the gospel ministry, together with the rap- 
id growth and improvement of our country in 
arts and sciences, taste and refinement of man- 
ners, require an improvenient of our general 
regulations, and form an unanswerable argu- 
ment in favor of the candidate, for the minis- 
try being qualified to discharge the duties of 
lus profession. No laborer should enter the 
vineyard of the Lord, until he knows how to 
pull up the poisonous weed, without destroying 
the precious vine. In other words, no man is 
qualified to instruct others, who is not himself 
instructed, 

A majority of the Delegates from the Asso- 
ciations in fellowship, assembled at Madison, 
and opened the Convention in due form and 
solemnity ; although the Black River Associa- 


44on was not represented, on account (proba- 
uly) of the removal of Mr. Pitt Morse, one of 
the delegates, to Philadelphia. 

The business of the Convention will be 
known by the minutes which accompanny this 
letter,which render a minute detail in this place 


unnecessary. Suffice it, therefore, to say, that 
the Associations will now be entitled to five in- 
stead of two delegates, which for the most part, 
at present, and for some time yet to come, will 
embrace all our ministering brethren. And 
should the several recommendations be carried 
into effect, as we hope they will, bodies of U- 
niversalists will be more safely organized, and 
attend more to the requisitions of the gospel ; 
congregations guarded against the unintelligent, 
and unintelligible communications of the _illit- 
erate; young men in the ministry better se- 
cured in their future prospects, and saved from 
the extreme mortification of conscious inabili- 
ty; and finally, as we hope, the cause made to 
flourish by a visitation of a respectable com- 
mittee, who will come to our churchés and so- 
cieties to inquire after their welfare and’ growth’ 
jn grace. 

That you may live more devoted to the ser- 
vice of the most High,‘and the interésts of one 
another, we would -most affectionately com- 
mend you to God, andmay he grant you peace 
and grace in time, arid a happy: imm in’ 


oternity: 
By order of the Convention, 
ABNER! KNEELAND, 


And a a 
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“ THE THING AS IT 18.”—Job. 


- INDEPENDENCE. 


At the last meeting of the Genesee Association 
it was ** Resolved, That this Association recommend 
to the churches and societies in fellowship, the ob- 
servance of the Fourth of July, 1826, as a day of 
public Thanksgiving and Praise.” 

In compliance with the above recommendation, 
The First Universalist Society and congregation of 
the village of Buffalo, will observe the day in the fol- 
lowing manner. The congregation will convene at 
half past 10 o’ clock, A. M. at their place of worship, 
when an address will be offered to the throne of Di- 
vine Grace, and thanks returned for the enjoyment 
aad perpetuity of civil and religious freedom in our 
happy country. A discourse, suited to the occasion, 
will then be pronounced, after which, and the psuai 
benedictions, the congregatiou will be dismissed. 

Any of our fellow citizens who feel desirous to u- 
nite in thus celebrating the anniversary of our Na- 
tional Independence, are cordially invited to attend. 








“Utica Convocation” and “ Univer- 
salist Convention.” 


We present our readers, on another page, with an 
account of the proceedings of a Convocation of breth- 
ren at Utica, and the “ Minutes and Circular Letter 
of the Universalist Convention,” which convened at 
Madison on the second Wednesday of May last.— 
With alt proper deference to the superior wisdom 
and experience of the gentlemen who composed 
thase assemblies, we shal] make e few remarks on 
the subjects proposed by them ‘or the considera- 
tion of their Jay brethren and others. 

It appears that *‘ after much deliberation relative 
to the affairs of those societies in this section of coun- 
try which profess faith in the ‘ common salvation,’ on 
the 17th of April ult. a circular letter signed by 
Messrs. Thompson, Lisher and Jones, was addressed 
to a number of bretliren in the Ministry of Recon- 
ciliation,” &. Now, we doubt not that our breth-- 
ren above named are seriously impressed with the 
importance of doing something for the benefit of the 
societies in that section of country ; to say otherwise 
would be uncharitable. But, although their mo- 
tives are acknowledged tohave been good, yet they 
may have been mistaken. ‘I'he three gentlemen who 
signed tle circular letter, have never claimed mfali- 
bility, and in doing what they supposed their duty, 
they may have erred. The question as to the expedi- 
ency of what they proposed was of the utmost a 
tarice to every believer in the state of New York.— 
This fact being quite apparent, we would humbly in- 
quire, to whom, or to how many was the circular let- 
ter sent? Was it sent to the laity? No—itis not 
known that apy but the brethren in the ministry had 
the pleasure of verusirg it until after the convocation 
had assembled. Was it sent to all the ministers in 
the state ? No—it was not. We were among the 
number who opposed the measures which were a 
year siuce recommended by some of our brethren, 
and we honestly opposed the plan proposed, and why, 
we ask, was the thing done in a corner? Did minis- 
tering brethren belonging to the Cayuga and Gene- 
see Associations, generally have the pleasure of perus- 
ing thé'letter calling the Convocation? If tv, why 
wére some pasted by and left without the Mnporteot 
document? 
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But, admitting tbat all which has been done was | preacher with a surplice, and robes suited to the dig- 
well done, so far as relates to the Convocation, we | nity of priests! Shall we imitate the presbyterians ? 
would call the attention of the reader to the plan of | If so, let us forthwith begin to dictate the legislature 
Convention, as adopted. It was ‘ Resolved, That | of our state, institute a system of shameful beggary 
the following be, and hereby is substituted and a- | and found theological seminaries on the ruins of frec- 
dopted as the first article of the constitution of this | dom! Shall we imitate the Methodisis ? If so, let us 
Convention. Article 1st. This Convention shall be | ai once remove, as they have done, allanthority from 
composed exclusively of delegates, consisting of or- | the laity, and vest it in the hands of the clergy! If 
dained ministers in good standing, to be chosen an- | we would compare with either of the above named 
pually from each association, now existing, or which , denominations, or any other of the same stamp, let us 
may hereafter be formed, within the state of New- | doas they fave dove —let us create a Pope and sel! 
York, or such other associations as may wish to come | indulgencies—let us not be behind sny of taem !~ 
under its jurisdiction, provided each Association bave | But if we would imitate the great High priest of our 
the privilege of sending five delegates ; and five dele- | profession, let us do as he did ; let us, if we would be 
gates, when duly assembled shall forma quorum to | faithfuland usefulto ovr fellow beings, rather than 
transact business.” The object of the Convocation | imitate the anti-christidn practices of partial, proud 
was to recommend some improvement of the “ plan” | and pompous priests, copy after the humble and un- 
of the convention. Whats the result? A wonder- | assuming apustles of our compassionate Lord! We 
ful improvement indeed ! The objections which have | are not opposed to a learned ministry—if God please 
been heretofore urged against the. measure were | to appoint such to proclaim his salvauion; and far 
raised on the ground thai it was placing in the hands | be it from our hearts to desire to throw any obstacles 
of the clergy or ministering brethren too much pow- | in the way of our spiritual or temporal advancement 
er. The first article of the constitution was the ob- | —and God forbid that we should desire to take any 
jectianable one; and it was objected to, on account | thing from the respectability of our connexion ; but 
of recognising none but ministers as members of the | may Heaven shield us from a disposition to exalt our- 
convention. Well; how bas it been improved? An- | selves above the meanest subject of the kingdom of 
swer. As it was, the convention was to ‘be com- | our Saviour. If we would advance the interests of 
posed exclusively of Delegates, consisting of two min- | Zion, we must be bumble, And, in the opinion of 
istera to be chosen annually from each Association | the humble writer of this article, if we would secure 
now existing, or which may hereafter be organized,” | the prosperity of our cause, instead of striving to im- 
Sc. Asitis, in its improved shape, the couvention | itate others, we shall be careful to depart from all 
is to be composed of Five MiNisTERS from each as- | the iniquities of those ecclesiastical courts which arc 
sociation instead of two / Do our brethren think that removed fromthe hands of the laity, whose inteili- 
this improvement will satisfy the minds of those who , gence and integrity will decide on the merits of our 
honestly objected.to the plan for the above mentioa- | labors; whose discrimination will detect our errors 
ed reasons ? When their objections were solely on | and expose in due time our 1:gnorance and our faults ; 
the ground that a convention composed of to dele- | and their faithful bosoms are the proper repositories 
gates chosen exclusively from among the ministers of | of all the records of our prosperity or adversity.— 
each respective association would be an imjudicious | What bas been done by the little phalanx which has 
investment of power in the hands of the clergy, is it constituted our ministry for the last half ceniury ?— 
believed that five, elected in the same manner and Have they been engaged in forming ecclesiastical 
EXCLUSIVELY from among the ordained ministers will tribunals ? Have they sought after the applause of 
be an improvement of the “ Plan ?” When an hon- | men or the honors of the world? Did the venerated 
est and intelligent council of delegates have decided- ' Murray desire to have a convention of ministers so 
ly'objected toa plan which effectually puts an alinost constituted as to form a court of appeal? No: He 
unlimited power into the hands of a few ministers, laboredand suffered reproach for the good of men 
will they be satisfied with a plan which puts the same hereon earth, and when the dignity of ‘the ospec? 
power—not only over the clergy but also over the, was insulted he appealed to Heaven—and heaven 
laity, into the hands of a more numerous, and conse- | shielded and protected him, causing the pleasure of 

y more powerful and independent | | the the Lord to prosper in his bands! May God graut 
clergy? Will the power to rule with a of iron | us the spirit of Jesus, and enable us to be faithfu! 
be more harmless in the hand ofa strong manthanin unto death. 
the hand ofa weak child? We do not say—God Having the utmost confidence in the mode of gov- 
forbid we ever should—~that it is the design of tle | ernment heretofore adopted by our associations, and 
projectore of the plan under consideration, to injure believing that any innovations at preseat would be 
or oppress their confiding brethren ; we speak of detrimental to our prosperity asa body, we have 
what may be the consequence hereafter. The time | been free to express our opinion relative to the plan 
may come when a body composed of * five ministers’ | adopted by the Convention. We mean no offence, 
from each association in the great state of New York, ' and desire, if wrong, that some friend to the proposed 
would be a powerful—a very powerful body. The! plan will set us right. Wecan heartily unite with 
tine may come when such a convention might as- ' our worthy father Kneeland in his desires, as expres- 
sume to dictate laws, not only to the respective asso- | sed in his well written Circular, for the prosperity of 
ciations under its jurisdiction, but also to the other | the cause of truth. The cause bas prospered here- 
powers that be; yea, the time may come (which God | tofore, our prospects are yet flattering, and may a 
prevent,) when the little creature, which is now so merciful Creator keep us allas in the hollow ef his 
harmless and docile, may have horns ! | hand, « holy and without blame before him in love.” 

But we would candidly ask, what is the object — 
with the friends of this measure? The answer is— MISCELLANEOUS. 
to have a more learned and more respectable minis- | - 
iy~090 which will compare with the clerical bod- LOOK AT THIS!!! 
1es of other denominations. If this be the object, we Questions for the serious consideration of 


would kk, \ i j . . . . *. 
model Shall we attoonpt ae re the. those who believe in the plurality or partiality 


palians? If so, let our ministering brethren oa ofthe GREAT FIRST CAUSE. 
mediately to rob the widows. and father] | 1,, [s not every.man..who believes the doc- 
and simple, of the means to furnish epee NPY. 























trine of the Trinity or of the incarnation of God, 
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The measures recommended to the consid- 
eration of the Convention, were carefully 
weighed, and deliberately adopted. And a 
unanimous expression as to their expediency 
and general utility was given. The only ques- 
tion on which there was any diversity of opin- 
1on, was not in regard to the expediency of 
some reform in our churches, societies, and 
ministering brethren; but only in regard to 
how much shall we attempt to effect at the 
present time. The majority however, were 
fully impressed with the important truth, that 
the multiplication of Associations, increase of 
Churches and Societies, augmentation of be- 
lievers, additions which are constantly making 
10 the gospel ministry, together with the rap- 
id growth and improvement of our country in 
arts and sciences, taste and refinement of man- 
ners, require an improvenient of our general 
regulations, and form an unanswerable argu- 
ment in favor of the candidate, for the minis- 
iry being qualified to discharge the duties of 
his profession, No laborer should enter the 
vineyard of the Lord, until he knows how to 
pull up the poisonous weed, without destroying 
the precious vine. In other words, no man is 
qualified to instruct others, who is not himself 
instructed, 

A majority of the Delegates from the Asso- 
ciations in fellowship, assembled at Madison, 
and opened the Convention in due form and 
solemnity ; although the Black River Associa- 
40n was not represented, on account (proba- 
tly) of the removal of Mr. Pitt Morse, one of 
ihe delegates, to Philadelphia. 

The business of the Convention will be 
known by the minutes which accompanny this 
letter,which render a minute detail in this place 
unnecessary. Suffice it, therefore, to say, that 
the Associations will now be entitled to five in- 
stead of two delegates, which for the most part, 
at present, and for some time yet to come, will 
embrace all our ministering brethren, And 
should the several recommendations be carried 
into effect, as we hope they will, bodies of U- 
niversalists will be more safely organized, and 
attend more to the requisitions of the gospel ; 
congregations guarded against the unintelligent, 
and unintelligible communications of the _illit- 
erate ; young men in the ministry better se- 
cured in their future prospects, and saved from 
the extreme mortification of conscious inabili- 
ty; and finally, as we hope, the cause made to 
flourish by a visitation of a respectable com- 
mittee, who will come to our churchés and so- 


cieties to inquire after their welfare and growth’ 


jn grace. 

That you may live more devoted to the ser- 
vice of the most High,‘and the interésts of one 
another, we would most affectionately com- 
mend you to God, and may he grdnt yéu peace 
and grace in time, arid a -happy:imimoftality in 


oternity: 
By order of the Convention, 
ABNER! KNEELAND, 
Christian ‘Guide: 
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“THE THING AS IT Is.°—Job. 


~ INDEPENDENCE. 


At the last meeting of the Genesee Association 
it was ** Resolved, That this Association recommend 
to the churches and societies in fellowship, the ob- 
servance of the Fourth of July, 1826, as a day of 
public Thanksgiving and Praise.” 

In compliance with the above recommendation, 
The First Universalist Society and congregation of 
the village of Buffalo, will observe the day in the fol- 
lowing manner. The congregation will convene at 
half past 10 o’ clock, A. M. at their place of worship, 
when an address will be offered to the throne of Di- 
vine Grace, and thanks returned for the enjoyment 
aad perpetuity of civil and religious freedom in our 
happy country. A discourse, suited to the occasion, 
will then be pronounced, after which, and the psual 
benedictions, the congregatiou will be dismissed. 

Any of our fellow citizens who feel desirous to u- 
nite in thus celebrating the anniversary of our Na- 
tional Independence, are cordially invited to attend. 








“Utica Convocation” and “ Univer- 
salist Convention.” 


We present our readers, on another page, with an 
account of the proceedings of a Convocation of breth- 
ren at Utica, and the “ Minutes and Circular Letter 
of the Universalist Convention,” which convened at 
Madison on the second Wednesday of May last.— 
With alt proper deference to the superior wisdom 
and experience of the gentlemen who composed 
thase assemblies, we shal] make e few remarks on 
the subjects proposed by them {or the considera- 
tion of their lay brethren and others. 

It appears that ** after much deliberation relative 
to the affairs of those societies in this section of coun- 
try which profess faith in the ‘ common salvation,’ on 
the 17th of April ult. a circular letter signed by 
Messrs. Thompson, Lisher and Jones, was addressed 
to a number of brethren in the Ministry of Recon- 
ciliation,” &. Now, wedoubt not that our breth- 
ren above named are seriously impressed with the 
importance of doing something for the benefit of the 
societies in that section of country ; to say otherwise 
would be uncharitable. But, although their mo- 
tives are acknowledged tohave been good, yet they 
may have been mistaken. ‘I'he three gentlemen who 
signed the circular letter, have never claimed imfali- 
bility, and in doing what they supposed their duty, 
they may have erred. The question as to the expedi- 
ency of what they proposed was of the utmost oi 
tarice to every believer in the state of New York.— 
This fact being quite apparent, we would humbly in- 
quire, to whom, or to iow many was the circuiar let- 
ter sent? Was it sent to the laity? No—itis not 
known that any but the brethren in the ministry had 
the pleasure of perusirg it until after the convocation 
had assembled. Was it sent to all the ministers in 
the state ? No—it was not. We were among the 
number who opposed the measures which were a 
year siuce recommended by some of our brethren, 
and we honestly opposed the plan proposed, and why, 
we ask, was thé thing done in a corner? Did minis- 
tering brethren belonging to the Cayuga and Gene- 
see Associations, generally have the pleasure of perus- 
ing the’letter calling the Convocation? 
wére some pasted by and left without the 
document ? 


F éu, why 
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But, admitting that all which has been done was 
well done, so far as relates to the Convocation, we 
would call the attention of the reader to the plan of 
Convention, as adopted. It was ‘* Resolved, That 
the following be, and hereby is substituted and a- 
dopted as the first article of the constitution of this 
Convention. Article 1st. This Convention shall be 
composed exclusively of delegates, consisting of or- 
dained ministers in good standing, to be chosen an- 
ually from each association, now existing, or which 
may hereafter be formed, within the state of New- 
York, or such other associations as may wish to come 
under its jurisdiction, provided each Association bave 
the privilege of sending five delegates ; and five deie- 
gates, when duly assembled shall forma quorum to 
transact business.” The object of the Convocation 
was to recommend some improvement of the “ plan” 
of the convention. Whats the result? A wonder- 
fulimprovement indeed ! The objections which have 
been heretofore urged against the. measure were 
raised on the ground thai it was placing in the hands 
of the clergy or ministering brethren too much pow- 
er. The first article of the constitution was the ob- 


preacher with a surplice, and robes suited to the dig- 
ity of priests! Shall we imitate the presbyterians ? 
If so, let us forthwith begin to dictate the legislature 
of our state, institute a system of shameful begeary 
and found theelogical seminaries on the ruins of frec- 
dom! Shall we imitate the Methodisis ? If so, let us 
al once remove, as they have done, allauthority from 
the laity, and vest it inthe hands of the clergy! I 
we would compare with either of the above named 
denominations, or any other of the same stamn, let v4 
do as they fave dove —let us create a Pope and sel! 
indulgencies—let us not be behind «ny of tuem !~ 
But if we would imitate the great High-priest of our 
profession, let us do as he did; let us, if we would be 
faithfuland useful to our fellow beings, rather than 
imitate the anti-christign practices of partial, proud 
and pompous priests, copy after the humble and un- 
assuming apustles of our compassionate Lord! We 
are not opposed to a learned ministry—if God please 
to appoint such to proclaim his salvation; and far 
be it from our hearts to desire to throw apy obstacles 
in the way of our spirituaJ or temporal advancement 
—and God forbid that we should desire to take any 





jectianable one; and it was objected to, on account | thing from the respectability of our connexion; but 
of recognising none but ministers as members of the | may Heaven shield us from a disposition to exalt our- 
convention. Well, bow has it been improved ? An- | selves above the meanest subject of the kingdom of 
swer. As it was, the convention was to ‘be com- | our Saviour. If we would advance the interests o/ 
posed exclusively of Delegates, consisting of two min- | Zion, we must be bumble. And, in the opinion of 
istere to be chosen annually from each Association | the humble writer of this article, if we would secure 
now existing, or which may hereafter be organized,” | the prosperity of our cause, instead of striving to im- 
Sc. Asitis, in its improved shape, the convention | itate others, we shall be careful to depart from all 
is to be composed of Five MiNIsTERS from each as- | the iniquities of those ecclesiastical courts which arc 
sociation instead of two ! Do our brethren think that removed fromthe hands of the laity, whose inteili- 
this improvement will satisfy the mipds of these who | gence and integrity will decide on the merits of our 
honestly objected.to the plan for the above mentioa- | labors; whose discrimination will detect our errors 
ed reasons ? When their objections were solely on | and e in due time our ignorance and our faults ; 
the ground that a convention composed of two dele- | and their faithful bosoms are the proper repositories 


gates chosen exclusively from among the ministers of of all the records of our pros rity or adversity.— 
each respective association would be an injudicious | What bas been done by the little phalanx which has 
investment of power in the hands of the clergy, is it constituted our ministry for the last half ceniury ?>— 
believed that five, elected in the same manner and Have they been engaged in forming ecclesiastical 
EXCLUSIVELY from among the ordained ministers will tribunals? Have they sought after the applause of 


be an improvement of the “ Plan 7” When an hon- | men or the honors of the world? Did the venerated 
est and intelligent council of delegates have decided- ' Murray desire to have a convention of ministers so 
ly'objected to a plan which effectually puts an alinost constituted as to form a court of appeal? No: He 
unlimited power into the hands of a few ministers, labored and suffered reproach for the good of men 
will they be satisfied with a plan which puts the same hereonearth, and when the dignity of ‘the gospel 
power—not only over the clergy but also over the , was insulted he appealed to Heaven—and heaveu 
laity, into the hands of a more numerous, and conse- | shielded and protected him, causing the pleasure of 
y more powerful and independent body ¢ Re the Lord to prosper in his hands! May God graut 
clergy ? Wall the power to rule with a rod of iron | us the spirit of Jesus, and enable us to be faithtv! 
be more harmless ia the band ofa strong man thanin ynto death. 
the handofa weak child? We do not say—God' Having the utmost confidence in the mode of gov- 
forbid we ever should—-that it is the design of the | ernment heretofore adopted by our associations, and 
projectore of the plan under consideration, to injure believing that any innovations at preseot would be 
or oppress their confiding brethren ; we speak of detrimental to our prosperity asa body, we have 
what may be the consequence hereafter. The time | been free to express our opinion relative to the plan 
may come when a body composed of * five ministers’ | adopted by the Convention. We mean no offence, 
from each association in the great state of New York, ' and desire, if wrong, that some friend to the proposed 
would be a powerful—a very powerful body. The! plan will set us right. Wecan heartily unite with 
time may come when such a convention might as- ‘our worthy father Kneeland in his desires, as expres- 
sume to dictate laws, not only to the respective asso- | sed in his well written Circular, for the prosperity of 
ciations under its jurisdiction, but also to the other | the cause of truth. The cause has Pp red here- 
powers that be; yea, the time may come (which God | tofore, our prospects are yet flattering, and may a 
prevent,) when the little creature, which is now so merciful Creator keep us allas in the hollow ef bis 


harmless and docile, may have horns ! 

But we would candidly ask, what is the abject 
with the friends of this measure? The answer is— 
to have a more learned and more respectable minis- 
try—one which will compare with the clerical bod- 
ies of other denominations. Iftbis be the object, we 
would ask, which denomination sball be taken as the 
model ? Shall we attempt to cope with the Episco- 
Palians? If so, let our ministering brethren begin im- 


hand, “* holy and without blame before him in love.” 
—_—_— 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
LOOK AT THIS!!! 

Questions for the serious consideration of 
= 2 who believe in the plurality or partiality 
OL the GREAT FIRST CAUSE. 

1,, [s not every man..who believes the doc- 








mediately to rob the widows. and father) the oor 
and simple, of the means to furnish cal univanniet. 


trine of the Trinity or of the incarnation of God, 
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forced to reject. the testimony of his senses ; 
and if so, how can he know the truth or false- 
hood of any proposition ? 

2. If the Saher be perfect God, is not the 
Godhead of the Son and of the Spirit wholly 
unnecessary ; and if the divine nature be di- 
visible, must it not be matter, seeing divisibil- 
ity is one of its properties ? 

3. If God be omnipresent was he not in 
every place as much as in Judea ; and is it not 
as incorrect and unphilosophical, to speak of 
the Godhead of Jesus, as of the Godhead of 
the Temple, seeing Jehovah dwelt therein? 

4. Is it not defamation of the Divine char- 
acter, to say he punishes the innocent instead 
of the guilty, and that he is unable to save all 
men? To say the will of man prevents his sal- 
vation, is to say, God has created a power 
which he cannot control. 

5. If sin be irresistible and interminable, 
must it not be an attribute of the Deity; or 
must not God have been unwise to originate a 
cause whose effects he is unable to govern ? 

6. If God know the result of all causes, must 
he not have known the certainty of the endless 
misery of some men before he created them? 
and if so, could any thing less than unmixed 
malevolence have given them existence ? 

7. Is not the belief of one infinitely good 
Being, creating and directing all things for the 
display of his own Glory ; and that this Glory, 
is the happiness of all his intelligent creation 
the most consistent and scriptural notion of 
which the human mind is susceptible ? 

Christian Guide. 


ORIGINAL SIN. 

“It would be but a wretched compliment of 
condolence to a Queen of China, of Japan, or 
India, Scythia, or Gothia, who had just lost her 
infant son, to say, “ Be comforted, Madam ; 
his Highness, the Prince Royal is now in the 
clutches of five hundred devils, who turn him 
round and round in a great furnace to all eter- 
nity, while his body rests embalmed and in 

eace within the precincts of your palace.” — 

he astonished and terrified Queen inquires 
why those devils should eternally roast her dear 
Son, the Prince Royal? She is answered that 
the reason of it is, that his great grandfather 
formerly ate of the fruit of the tree of knowl- 
edge in a garden. Form an idea, if possible, 
of the looks and thoughts of the King, the 
Queen, the whole Council, and all the beauti- 
ful Ladies of the Court !” 


The Syrian Woman.—King Louis 1X. during his 
unfortunate crusade, while remaining at Acre in Sy- 
ria, sent an embassy to the Sultan of Damascus.— 
Brother Yves, a Jacobin monk was at the hermitage. 
and related, on his return, (according to Jesuit’s re- 
report) wonderful things, respecting his journey, of 
which the following is one. 

“Tn a desert, says he, I met an old woman of small 
stature: In one hand she held a pitcher full of water, 
in the other a chafing-dish with ted hot coals: “ Quick 


, as lightning she hastened past me. I turned quickly 
round and called to her, Woman! what are you go- 
| ing to do with those coals and that water? ‘What 
| am I guing to do?’ said she, ‘With the coals I imtend 
to set fire to Paradise, and with the water to extin- 
| guish the flames of hell! ‘But why so bold a deed 
'eriedI. ‘In order,’ replied she, ‘that man may no 
longer do good for the sake of reward alone, nor re- 
frain from evil for fear of punishment.’ . 


The Rev. Mr. R. of N. used to go to his neighbor 
every Saturday evening to borrow $5 which he al- 
ways returned on Monday morning. As the same 
money which had been lent was invariably returned 
in payment, the lender became surprised at the rep- 
etition of a request so singular, and asked for an ex- 
planation. The good old parson replied, that he had 
no usefor the money buton Sundays, for he could 
preach much better witha five dollar bil! in his pock- 
et than when it wasempty. If our readers bave the 
sagacity which we believe they possess, the above 
story may suggest to them the reason why we some- 
times write no better.—New Bedford Mercury, 











THE WANING OF YOUTH. 


Oh ye who have danced to the gay violin 
And reveled in ig: arms, 
And dreamed all the pleasures were true ye could 
win— 
That the world was a picture of charms, 
When the bright sun of youth o’er the pure azure 
sky 
Shone tranquilly, brilliant and clear, 
Say, bave ye ne’er breathed, as youth wasted,a sigh— 
Or shed for its waning a tear ? 


Or were all the dreams that young faoc y had wrot, 
Of truth, but the shadow alone ; 

Or have the fond pleasures that wealth might have 

brought 

As fleet as on Eagle wings flown? 

I ask of the gay, who yet throng the wide halls 
Where the splendor of pomp is displayed,— 

Where the soft music thrills in the scene pictured 


walls, 
By the pennyleéss artist portrayed— 


I ask of the gay ;—they will answer me not, 
For they tremble the truth to reveal, 

And they haunt the saloon and the rose-wreathed grot 
Lest its weight on their bosoms should steal :— 
Yet the time may arrive when their seft happy hours, 

Like the dew from the noon’s sun, have past 
And memory paints, with its quick vivid powers, 
The joys they have known for the last. 


Oh! the pleasures of life are its dreams of the morn, 
For its cares with our ages increase ; 

And the light youthful heart may be stung by a thorv 
That shall mar its futurity’s peace ;— 

And the wealth that has flattered the hopes of the gay, 
May be lost for a moment’s delight, 

For the sun of the morning-and brightness of day 
Ate succeeded by shadows of night ! 








